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Mission

Society + Technology at UW is a cross-

campus, cross-disciplinary initiative and 

community dedicated to advancing UW’s 

research and teaching on the social, 

societal, and justice dimensions of 

technology. 

The outcome of a 2022 Task Force 

report, Society + Technology at UW is 

funded by the Office of the Provost and 

the Tech Policy Lab.



Timeline

October
2021

The UW 
President and 

Provost 
commission a 

Task 
Force, read the 

letter

June 
2022

January
2024

Summer
2024

Spring
2024

January
2025

Feb. – Nov. 
2025

December
2025

Task Force 
recommends 
joint effort on 

the societal 
impacts of 

technology, read 
the report

Task Force 
begins

Task Force 
delivers 
report

Funding
begins

First 
events

Affiliates 
join

Inaugural 
Convening

Initial 
funding 

ends; 
Extension 
for 2026 

made 
possible 
thanks to 

the School 
of Law and 

Office of the 
Provost

Fall
2024

Events, mixers, 
and a course  

speaker series

Website 
launches

Monika 
Sengul-Jones, 
PhD is hired

First Monday 
STSS Reading 

Group launches, 
three in-person 

events on 
emerging tech

Website 
development,
100 affiliates 

join, community 
guidelines, 

calendar, listserv

Presentations 
and funding 

apps to 
support 
affiliates

Launch event 
with President 

Cauce and 
Provost Serio

Community 
programing

https://depts.washington.edu/societytech/wordpress/charge-letter/
https://depts.washington.edu/societytech/wordpress/charge-letter/
https://depts.washington.edu/societytech/wordpress/history/#:~:text=impacts%20of%20technology.-,Read%20the%20report,-January%202024
https://depts.washington.edu/societytech/wordpress/history/#:~:text=impacts%20of%20technology.-,Read%20the%20report,-January%202024


Impact to Date

Centering Social 
Dimensions of 

Technology

Elevating UW’s 
Visibility

Strengthening 
UW’s Research 

Culture



5. Advancing  STSS

7. Reading Group

8. Working Groups

Programming to Date

3. Publications
4. Online 

Community

Mailers

Inaugural 

Convening

10. Thought 
Leadership

Social 
Dimensions of 

Technology

Research

Culture

UW’s 

Visibility

9. Funding 
Applications 

6. Community 
Guidelines

1. Affiliates 2. Events



By the Numbers

700+

2,100 

130 

28 

35 articles 
and 
transcripts

campus 
affiliates1

5

$97k

subscribers

community 
events

attendees

200%
increase in 
admissions 
numbers for STSS

100%
of programming 
is co-sponsored 
or co-hosted

staff

annual 
cost (net)

student 
interns



1. Affiliates



2. Events

March 2024 STSS Mixer | Roots & Futures

May 2024 The Model Hacker? Panel  with EFF

May 2024 AI, Art, and Copyright hosted by the Simpson Center

Oct. 2024 Mixer | STSS Interdisciplinary Alignments

Jan. 2025 Inaugural Convening

Jan. 2025 Genetics and Bioethics Salon Series

April 2025 Alondra Nelson’s Distinguished Lecture, sponsored and  
hosted by the Tech Policy Lab

April 2025 Technology for the People 

May 2025 Mixer at UW Tacoma | STS In Crisis

June 2025 Mixer at UW Bothell | Roses, Thorns, Buds

Sept. 2025 UW Social at 4S 

Oct, 2025 Culture Shock, Controversary, and Policy

Oct, 2025 Book Tea on Media Insurgencies

Nov. 2025 Cross-Promote Signals & Society Brewery Series

Nov. 2025 Friday Harbor Labs Whiteley Retreat

Dec. 2025 STSS Research and First Monday Mixers



Inaugural Convening



3. Publications



4. Online Community



Mailers

330 subscribers 
to the listserv

400 subscribers
to the newsletter



5. Advancing STSS



Remember our common goal

Follow best practices in  
professional decorum 

Be present 

Stay accountable 

Assume good faith 

Change is part of a community 
process

6. Community Guidelines



7. First Monday STSS Reading Group

A participant-led, monthly, 
online, interdisciplinary, tri-
campus reading group.

Since March 2024, we’ve hosted 
15 sessions with an average of 
15 participants per session. 

The First Monday mailing list 
has 89 subscribers.



8. Pop-Up Working Groups

November 2024 Generative AI and  Governance, 
hosted by Richard Lewis, UW 
Bothell Libraries

December 2025 Generative AI and Higher 
Education, hosted by Richard 
Lewis

February 2025 Airing: Science, Society, and 
Justice, hosted by Tim Brown, 
Dept. of Bioethics and 
Humanities

February 2025 Collaborating: Science, Society, 
and Justice, hosted by Tim 
Brown

March 2025 Creating: Speculative Fiction 
and Science Futures, hosted by 
Tim Brown



9. Applications

Office of 
Research 

AI and 
asymmetries of 

information 
and power

Whiteley 
Center

Inter-
disciplinary 

approaches to 
the social 
impacts of 
technology

Simpson 
Center

Cultures of 
care; 

Genetics and 
bioethics

NEA

AI center



10. Thought Leadership

S+T lecture series with the Global Innovation 
Exchange students (pictured with permission). Credit: 

Jason Horne. 

S+T director facilitates a panel on “AI 
hype” for Seattle Tech Week, 2025. 



Thematic Focuses

Bioethics, 
genetic 

technologies, 
and human 
flourishing

Public interest 
technology 

and 
democracy

AI, policy, and 
social 

configurations 

Authority, 
knowledge, 
and techno 

futures



Testimonials

“Thank you for such a human and invested presence you bring 
to our spaces and to academia.”

“That was such a cool exercise. Very therapeutic! I’ve never done 
anything like that—it was really effective.”

“Thanks for this opportunity to engage with birds of a feather.”

“I feel very seen by these encounters.” 

“The two salons were astonishingly good.” 

“Before, there was no sense of community in STSS, now there 
are so many more faculty and students involved, more 
opportunities for intellectual synergy.”



About the Team

Monika Sengul-Jones (she/they), PhD, directs Society + Technology at UW. She is 
currently hosted in the Tech Policy Lab. She also lectures in the Global Innovation 
Exchange (GIX) master’s program and at Hugo House, Seattle’s Literary Hub. 
Previously, she’s lectured in UW Bothell’s School of Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences 
and the Department of Communication at UW Seattle.
Email: mmjones@uw.edu

Ryan Calo  (he/him) is the Lane Powell and D. Wayne Gittinger Professor at the School 
of Law. He is a founding co-director of the interdisciplinary UW Tech Policy Lab and a 
co-founder of the UW Center for an Informed Public. Calo chaired the 2022 Task Force 
that led to Society + Technology at UW. 
Email: rcalo@uw.edu

Leah Ceccarelli (she/her) is a Professor of Communication, a rhetorical critic, and a 
theorist with a research focus on the rhetoric of science. She teaches undergraduate 
and graduate courses in American Public Address, Rhetorical Criticism, and Rhetoric of 
Science. She directs the UW Science, Technology, and Society Studies Graduate 
Certificate program.
Email: cecc@uw.edu
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